Multiple drug resistance mutations in human immunodeficiency virus in semen but not blood of a man on antiretroviral therapy.
The concept that the male reproductive tract harbors isolated reservoirs of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection has now been widely accepted. The significance of semen viral burden to sexual transmission of HIV is obvious; however, its contribution to disease progression is unknown. We report a case study that demonstrates the emergence of resistance-conferring mutations to antiviral therapy in infected seminal leukocytes from a man with asymptomatic prostatitis associated with leukospermia. This finding demonstrates the potential importance of male reproductive tract organs to the development of therapy resistance in HIV-infected men.